Longbenton Community College

School Charging Policy

This policy relates to DFE departmental advice for Governing Bodies, School Leaders, School Staff and Local Authorities 13 November 2008 (updated October 2014), Effective Buying for Your School March 2014 and is linked to North Tyneside Council Draft LMS Scheme Annexe M.

Introduction

Longbenton Community College (LBCC),subject to certain exceptions detailed in this policy, cannot charge for education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment).

The Governing Body of LBCC will not in accordance with DFE guidance charge for:

· an admission application and in accordance with paragraph 1.9(n) of the Schools Admissions Code (2012) rule out any request for financial contribution as any part of the admissions process.

· education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment)

· education provided outside of school hours if it is part of the national curriculum or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for 

· instrument or vocal tuition, for pupils learning individually or in groups unless the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent or carer.

· entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been prepared for it at LBCC or external provider such as Tyne Met College or other partnership school.

· examination re-sit(s) if the pupil is being prepared for the re-sit(s) at the school*
*If a pupil fails, without good reason, to meet any examination requirement for a syllabus, the fee can be recovered from the pupil’s parent or carer

The Governing Body of LBCC will in accordance with DFE and North Tyneside Council guidance (NTC Draft LMS Scheme Annex M) charge for:

· any, materials, books, instruments or equipment where the student’s parent or carer wishes him/her to own them;

· music and vocal tuition where the costs are associated with individual tuition in the playing of a musical instrument 

· Board and lodging on a residential basis

· activities which take place wholly or mainly outside school hours which are not provided as part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination, the National Curriculum or RE.

· The costs of fees for a non-prescribed public examination and any tuition for this provided outside of school hours.

· Re-sits of prescribed public examination where no further preparation has been provided by the school.

Charges may be made for “optional extras” including:

· Transport (other than transport that is required to take a pupil to school or to other premises where the local authority/governing body have arranged for the pupil to be provided with education

· Extended day services offered to students (such as breakfast club, after school clubs, supervised homework sessions).

In calculating the cost of optional extras an amount may be included in relation to:

· Any materials, books, instruments or equipment provided

· The cost of buildings and accommodation 

· Non-teaching staff

· Teaching staff engaged under contracts for services purely to provide an optional extra including supply staff.

· Cost or appropriate proportion of the cost for teaching staff employed to provide tuition in playing a musical instrument or vocal tuition where the tuition is an optional extra.

Voluntary Contributions:

LBCC may ask for voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or any school activities including visits, materials and equipment particularly where the parent wishes to own the product. 

This would include items mentioned above and the provision of items such as iPads and other devices or resources.

If the activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions, the Governing Body will make this clear from the outset.

Students will not be excluded from an activity or access to equipment simply because parents are unwilling or unable to pay.

If insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund such a resource or activity and LBCC is unable to fund this from another source the provision will be cancelled.

The Governing Body of LBCC will follow appropriate DFE and LA guidance regarding the use of Operational Lease agreements.

